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Al in Language Education: Challenges, Opportunities, and
Creative Solutions

For many educators, the advent of Al and its swift rise to ubiquity
have sparked concerns around plagiarism, assessment, academic
dishonesty and student disengagement. For others, Al represents
exciting opportunities for innovation in teaching and significant
time saving. In this session, we will share experiences and
perspectives from both sides of the AI conversation, and
collaborate on creative strategies to address its challenges while

maximizing its potential benefits for language educators.
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Utilizing AI as a Tool for Teaching and Learning

English teachers, like all teachers in primary and secondary schools
in Japan, often face high student numbers, limited preparation time
and pressure to assess students according to MEXT'’s four
categories of objectives. How can Al tools assist teachers to make
their jobs a little bit easier? This presentation will include a brief
presentation outlining the instructor’s use of Al in assessing oral
communication, followed by a hands-on workshop session that
approaches Al from two perspectives: (a) recommended tools for
student usage both inside and outside lessons, and (b) Al tools as
‘teacher assistants’ in lesson planning and assessing students.
The instructor will attempt to put himself in your shoes and

demonstrate the application of Al tools to a unit from a high school




English textbook. While not necessary, participants are encouraged
to bring along an e-copy of a unit from the textbook they use as

well as their own device if they wish to mirror the demonstration.
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Unstructured play in the language classroom

All mammals engage in some kind of ‘unstructured play’ as a vital
part of their development, humans are no exception. Doing so
allows the brain to expand its catalog of contingencies and the
number of operations it can run. This session will outline how
aspects of experimentation and unstructured play can be introduced

to the English language classroom.
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Smart teaching: Using Al tools and horizon technology to
enhance English learning

Despite national reforms to emphasize communicative
approaches, traditional classroom environments in Japan often fail
to meet English language learners’ needs. This session will explore
the pedagogical pros and cons of employing Al tools and horizon
technology at junior and senior high schools. We will examine the
extent to which emerging technology such as generative Al and
adaptive learning apps can enhance English language learning.
This will be a practical session, and participants will be encouraged

to share their experiences based on their teaching careers.
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