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1 Fern Sakamoto | Beyond Classroom English: Teaching Real-World
Communication

While covering the syllabus and preparing students for
entrance exams can be a significant challenge, teachers also
need to equip students to use English in real-world contexts.
Global communication involves being able to communicate
effectively and appropriately with different kinds of people in
different kinds of situations and necessitates more than just
language proficiency. In this session we will explore ways

to foster intercultural communicative ability in students.

2 Sean Toland Empower Every Learner: Inclusive Teaching in Action

Neurodivergent students have unique strengths and learning
needs that are often overlooked by educators. This session will
show teachers how to make lessons and instructional materials
more inclusive and accessible for all students. Participants will
learn how YouTube content, Al-supported Kamishibai
storytelling, and technology-enhanced learning projects

(e.g., multimodal videos) can help students develop important
twenty-first century skills. The session will also introduce the
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) framework, a practical
approach to support teachers in enhancing their pedagogical




practices. This interactive session is designed for educators
who want to create a more inclusive, engaging, and active
classroom while adding new ideas to their teaching toolbox.

Bradley Howe

Visual Semiotic Readings in English Language Classes

Semiotics is the study of symbols, signs, and the ways in which
they convey meaning. Conducting visual semiotic readings in
the classroom provides learners with a methodology for
understanding how images communicate meaning in the world
around us. The readings provide ample opportunities for
communication and creative thinking. As meaning is derived
from the viewer’s perspective and cultural background, there
are no fixed or “correct” responses. This open-endedness
reduces anxiety and fear of making “mistakes,” allowing
learners to experiment with language and meaning. This
session provides hands-on practice of visual semiotic readings
that can be adapted for language classes of any level.
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Anthony Cripps

Practical Ideas for Creating Effective Classrooms

How can we create an environment where our students use
more English in class and take ownership of their learning?
What kind of material and activities are effective at fostering
English communication skills? This session will focus on
practical strategies, materials, and activities tailored to
Japanese classrooms. We will explore how to design engaging
tasks that encourage communication, boost confidence, and
maximize student participation. Through collaborative




discussion, participants will be encouraged to share their
opinions as well as their own material and activities.
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Chris Hastings

Processing Instruction in Action: Practical Structured
Input for the Classroom

This session introduces Processing Instruction (PI), with a
focus on structured input (SI), as a practical way to improve
learners’ grammatical accuracy. Briefly grounded in Input
Processing theory, the session focuses on how teachers can
design activities that guide learners to attend to form while
prioritising meaning. Participants will experience and analyse
classroom-ready structured input tasks, including adaptations
of common junior and senior high school textbook activities.
The emphasis is on low preparation, high-impact techniques
that address persistent learner errors without relying on output-
focused practice. Participants will leave with adaptable activity
templates and clear strategies for applying PI principles in their
own classrooms.
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