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What cognitive processes are involved in the development of the ZPD, which guides learners to acquisition
of language or knowledge in general? The present study focused on scaffolding observed in cooperative
interactions in the very specific context of a computer lab instructional setting. Participants were
first-year English majors taking a writing course in the fall semester. They had a web site construction
project as a major task to be completed. The researcher thought that knowledge and skills needed for creating
web pages would be very useful for these learners in the near future. Since the Internet is undeniably
an extremely important and useful medium, setting such a task for our learners is realistic.

The final objective was construction of a web site on topic areas selected by each group. This objective
was carefully analyzed to create enabling objectives, which in turn determined sub—tasks and activities.
These smaller tasks and activities were then sequenced to reflect difficulty levels and gradual development
of skills and knowledge for web page designing. The research drew on principles behind cooperative learning,



content-based instruction, and task-based language teaching, and successfully demonstrated that this
approach would be very effective for teaching

The project, from which the data came for this research, had three major phases: a series of small tasks
for instructions on we page construction, tasks for formative evaluation, and group—based construction
of web pages. The data was taken from interactions recorded on disks during task performances in pairs
at the end of the first phase. MD recorders, which were placed in front of two selected pairs of students
working together, recorded the pair work as well as the teacher instructions. The interactions were
transcribed and analyzed from the perspective of socio—cultural theory of learning. The transcriptions
revealed the cognitive processes involved in the development of the ZPD mediated by scaffolding through
cooperative interactions. The present research collected and examined extensive data on the teacher
instructions as well as pair work in a very specific context, and this approach enabled the researcher
to make accurate and reliable interpretations of the recorded data. If we had used several MD recorders,
we coule have collected a larger variety of student interactions to make stronger claims and generalizations.
It would also be useful to collect data from student pairs working on tasks independently of the teacher
and examine the differences in the way the ZPD might be developed.
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0.Cavallar, “Una figura di bandito in un communicato colloquio di Guicciardini”, in Bologna nell’ et di
Carlo V e Guicciardini, ed. By E. Pasquini and P. Prodi (Bologna 2002), pp.109-150. Content:Citizenship
is a key concept of the early modern state. Shifting boundaries is also a key ingredient of the formation
of the early modern state. Given these two elements, the paper looks at the identity of a criminal in
a very volatile situation. The conflict between the citizenship that the person claimed for himself and



the citizenship that political authority (the city of Florence)attributed to him was solved by the jurists.
The paper also gives the critical edition of the relevant consilium on this case of identity penned by
two major Florentine jurists: Francesco Guicciardini and Antonio Strozzi. The paper also shows how this
particular gender of consilia, the communicato colloquio, was written.
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In 2002, I completed the manuscript of my book for Routledge/ Curzon Press, UK. The book is entitled
The Geopolitics of Fast Asia: The Search for Equilibrium. The book takes an historical /geographic approach
to the problems of East Asian security, tracing how the eastern edge of the Eurasian landmass became the
global focus of unresolved great power strategic tension.

In addition, I have been writing about the North Korean nuclear problem, including for the international
press. I am also writing an article for Academia on the North Korea problem.
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Research Project Results

The research planned for this year centered on an in—depth review of the international relations
literature on international cooperation, policy coordination, policy harmonization, regimes, and the
emerging literature on global governance; and on the main theories of domestic public policy. A crucial
part of this research involved intensive study of these topics at the University of California Berkeley
from July—August, 2002. The work there focused on collection of materials not easily accessible at Nanzan
University and its interlibrary loan facilities. Of 560,000 yen originally requested for travel and
materials, I received 330,000 yen. I therefore reduced the amount of time at the University of California
accordingly. As a result, the project proceeded as follows:
1)  June—July: identification of key texts and materials for the research
2) August: travel to the United States, intensive collection of identified materials for the research
3) September—October: collation of materials, clarification of key research areas
4) October—-December: write—up of research results for publication in a scholarly journal

The results of the research were published in Nanzan Daigaku Kokusai Kyoiku Senta Kiyo 3(2002). A
preliminary sketch of the project was presented at the Faculty of Policy Studies Kenkyuu Forum in July
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Through the research fund, I was able to gather materials for my paper entitled “Returning Migrants:
A Brief Literature Review.” The material consists of close to a 1,000 pages of articles from different
journals and books. These research articles are important not only as references for the above paper but
also for my classes on Labor Migration.

This research looked at different return programs instituted by host countries and the Philippines as
the sending country. Why particularly the return migrants to the Philippines? The Philippines had deployed
more than 10 million migrant labor around the world. These migrant labor are bound to return sooner or
later. I was interested in finding out what programs are in place in host countries and in the Philippines
as a sending country.

It is interesting to learn that there are indeed programs for return migrants, especially among European
countries. They developed assisted return programs for migrant workers because it was more cost—effective
and enduring in the long run. The Philippine government has reintegration programs that offer from
psychological counseling to skills training. Furthermore, NGOs and cooperatives offer a variety of services
to returning migrants.

Care for migrant worker can still be improved through expanded programs. There is need to expand the
Philippine government services so that they cover the education of the Filipino youth on migration.
Furthemore, there is a need to offer services to migrant 7in situ —in their place of destination. Finally,
linkages between government and NGOs in the Philippines and the in the host countries have to be developed
and improved in order to better serve the migrant labor.
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