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The course switched from online to in person with one student online
[ changed the schedule accordingly, but the material and assignments
for online and in person classes differ drastically and it was
difficult to switch. Presentations worked better online, but reading
the text in class worked better in person

I communicated the changes in the schedule as clearly as possible
However, some students either did not pay attention or just ighored my

instructions. It would be easier for instructors if we could stick
with a single format for the quarter.
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All the goals of the course were met - the students did a great job.

Since only a few students responded to the online questionnaire [ have
no numerical data that I can assess. That being said the feedback I
gained from the students’ end of course self-reflections was very
good. The comments below are a fair representation of the feedback:

AHOBEBHLASMEBRICSIEHL T, M OHLVEREZHLMATTEEL
EHAEBRATTEoTHY B h ot

TLEVTRE/TDIENTM o1,
TN—TTa2TLEVICR L THERGERAELGT FNAZXAHY . &Y
BWILEVEENRD & SICoTz, TLEVZEVICEALEL., DT L
—Th6DT4—FRv I35 ENTE,

As usual I will try and improve my course. I intend to make some new
online materials to help support my students’ learning.
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My primary purpose in a class like this is to get the students
interested in reading literary texts and appreciating their role in
helping students to explore and learn about other times and cultures
Student responses to questions in the evaluation indicate that this
purpose was largely accomplished. The overall evaluation for this
class seems to have been positive. The numbers in the radar chart
points to an overall high level of satisfaction. Looking at the few
comments offered it likewise seems that the students were generally
satisfied with both the content and the approach taken. One commenter
stated a preference for more direct student input, while others seemed
to feel there was already a great deal of learner-centered activity
This is always a challenge as Japanese students tend to be on the
passive side in a classroom context. Another student pointed to the
need in these pandemic conditions to be a bit more conscious of social
distancing practices. Given the numbers of students in the room a
proper balance is difficult to maintain, so as instructor I need to be
more conscious of this point
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The course focused on aspects of Australian identity, including issues
relating to language, literature, Australians’ experiences in
wartime, relations between Australia and Britain, indigenous
Australians, and Australian society in the post-1945 period. We
analyzed films and TV programs, all of which deal with identity issues
in relation to Australian society in historical and contemporary
contexts.

As with previous online courses, I used asynchronous and synchronous
instruction (pre-recorded lectures and Zoom). Students pointed out the
benefits of having pre-recorded lectures in terms of being able to
replay and study the material in depth. During Zoom sessions, I
divided the students into different groups in 45-minutes time slots
(e.g. group 1 from 1:30-2:45, etc.). Students could engage in close
discussion for each topic. Although it seems that students were happy
with this approach, one survey respondent pointed out that breakout
rooms in Zoom might be useful. I will use them in the future

Most students were highly motivated to learn, and the actively engaged
in the activities. [ set a total of four written assignments to the

students, and responded to each student individually via Loom, an

online video messaging service. This seems |ike a reasonable amount of
work to expect of students
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This has always been a popular course for this students who wish to
become teachers, with students registering from several different
departments. However, this time the initial numbers were 50% of
previous years, and of those who registered, only about 50% completed
the course. This phenomenon occurs each time I have taught this
course, although the number of students was higher than usual. This
was surprising since I provided students with more input than previous
years because of the situation with COVID. For the first time, I
made all my slides available, accompanied by videos of me summarizing
the lecture material. It would seem from feedback I received that
providing more input it had deterred students because they realized
how difficult the content was.
The problems I have outlined in previous reflections on teaching this
course still remain
1. Students do not have the English skills to comprehend the content
2. Students do not have basic linguistic knowledge and struggle to
come to terms with the course content
3. Many students do not read the textbook: they expect to be ‘fed’
the information needed to do well on the quizzes and write the final
report
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(1) Students were introduced to the complexities of Latin American
history as a continuation of Spanish civilization but also as a
disruption of ancient Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations, covering
disciplines such as economy, government and policy, religion, law,
etc. | believe the course jhelped them questioning assumptions about
what social formations are and how they change.

(2) There are not enough participants in the survey to know the
overall opinion of the class as a whole. The only participant who
responded has a good opinion of the course. I am greatful to this
student. In general, [ believe the course was intellectually
demanding, perhaps too demanding.

(3) I believe few students did not care about the topics and it was
difficult to engage them into the subject matter. The change from
face-to-face to hybrid delivery played a part on this as well. Half
the number of attendants profited from the course, I believe. The
textbook I chose was too harsh on them [ believe. Source material
tends to be quite demanding and needs to be adapted for students who
have little experience reading it.
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1. Initial course objectives

The aim of this course was to have students practice French through

both oral and written exercises, with a particular attention given to

acquisition of grammatical patterns in various contexts

2. Degree of achievement of initial course objectives

This quarter, though the amount of homework may have seemed heavy for

some, and despite the many disruptions caused by the pandemic, most of
the students committed themselves to meet the chal lenges mentioned

above. Many have valued the fair balance between explanations and

practical activities and the frequent chances they were granted to

study in-depth through their homework

3. Areas requiring improvement and general remarks

According to many students’ comments, | managed to create a

stimulating atmosphere for studying. A majority seem also to have

appreciated my grammatical explanations along with my precise checking
of their homework as well as the fact that I gave them extra

materials on my home page. However due to my heavy administrative duty
I could not always provide the students with answers to their

exercise booklet on due time which caused some anxiety. A situation I

will try to work out.
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