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Periyar Ninaivu Samathuvapuram, Udaiyamuthur, Tirupattur)

Summary of research achievements (Please write down the progress and achievements
of your research briefly within 320 ~400 words. )

In the name of caste, there has been social discrimination against the people of low castes.
In the traditional villages of India even today, the people of low castes live in areas located
far from the rest of the castes, in inconvenient and inéanitary locations of the villages. There
is spatial inequality in the name of caste. There have been many efforts by the social
reformers and governments of India to eradicate discrimination against people of low castes
without success. However, the government of one of the Southern States of India, Tamil
Nadu, introduced a Housing Scheme, namely ‘A Model Village of Equality
(Samathuvapuram)’ in statewide 1997. The policy of the free housing scheme is to
accommodate people of different castes in the Model Village of Equality. The inhabitants of
the Model Village of Equality have to agree to non-indulgence in caste discrimination and
promotion of harmonious living with the people of other castes. This research targeted one
of the Model Villages of Equality, namely, Udayamuthur Samathuvapuram in the district of
Tirupattur which is located 9 km from Tirupattur. There are 84 families with the total
population of 368 people in the village. There was field research done in the month of
August 2023. The aim of the research is to find out the influence and the impact of the
‘Model of Village of Equality’ on both beneficiaries and outsiders after the implementation
of this housing scheme after two decades.

Note

Based on the research done in the model village of equality in the month of August
2023, At present I am writing an academic article to be submitted in the Journal of

Academia, Nanzan University in September 2024, and be published in January 2025.
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Title of the article
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Academia, Nanzan University

Title of the article

Volume # 29 Publishing company

Published date 2025 1 A (FXE) Published date
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The pandemic COVID-19 havocked the lives of millions of people across the
globe. It not only affected people’s health but also their social life and economy. Most of
the countries registered a steep decline in their gross domestic product. This had a
negative effect on business and trade. It also increased unemployment thereby
pushing millions to utter poverty. Even though the world is crawling out of the
pandemic, its negative effects continue to bring misery and sufferings in people’s lives.
Apart from building a robust healthcare infrastructure the world community needs to
work towards reviving the economy and focus on social problems, which are hurting
people. Way back in 2008, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in his encyclical Caritas in
veritate (CV) addressed the various problems because of the consequences of the global
economic meltdown. Even though Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI noted he is not offering
any technical solutions to tame the economic crisis, his encyclical CV could certainly
give some deep insights to address the root causes of the socio-economic and political
difficulties arising because of the pandemic COVID-19. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in
his encyclical CV noted, “The Church does not have technical solutions to offer and
does not claim to interfere in any way in the politics of States”. However, it is the duty
of every Christian to promote integral development of every person. Thus, Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI addressed the various issues because of the global economic
recession of 2008. His insights are relevant for the contemporary pandemic COVID-19
crisis too. The world community would truly benefit if it would implement some of

these insights for the good of all.
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BOSAKAIBO B.
Name Affiliation | POLICY STUDIES
GEORGES

Intégration sociale et développement des pygmées autochtones dans
le territoire de Bongandanga, RDC: Nécessité du role des
theme anthropologues du développement

Research

For this research supported partially by Pache Research Subsidy I-A-2 2023,
the following theme was retained: ‘Intégration sociale et développement des
pygmées autochtones dans le territoire de Bongandanga, RDC W Nécessité du role des
anthropologues du développement .

Indigenous Pygmies are highly regarded as the oldest population of the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the Congo Basin, whose presence
there dated back to 3000 B.C. However, Pygmies are still struggling for
minimal survival in the forest due to the ineffective implementation of various
national and international laws/policies. This study, therefore, focused on a
particular group of Pygmies found in the Bongandanga territory, Mongala
province. The aim of the research was to identify the factors preventing the
social integration and development of pygmies, and to determine the role of
development anthropologists in this process. This study argued that pygmies,
as Indigenous people, are facing eviction from their ancestral rainforest lands,
despite the various laws and policies in place to protect them. Identifying the
factors hindering their social integration and development may lead one to set
in motion some mechanisms for the improvement of their lives if development
anthropologists play a key role in this process.
This study revealed that indigenous pygmy peoples in the DRC have experienced and
continue to experience major problems in many areas of their daily lives. Since
colonization, their traditional social and environmental organization has been
undermined by the imposition of religious, social, economic, and political models. In
terms of food security, hunting and gathering products have become scarce due to
industrial logging. As for the pygmy's habitat, his Neolithic-style hut is built from
small tree branches and leaves, providing little protection from the elements. What's
more, Pygmies suffer from the highest infant and maternal mortality rates in the
world, due to a lack of access to appropriate health care. Speaking of education,
extreme poverty means that parents cannot afford to pay for their children's schooling.
On the economic front, this work has shown that the pygmies face numerous obstacles,
notably the lack of jobs and the high unemployment rate. Judicially speaking, pygmies
generally have no access to fair justice or protection.

In view of the many problems identified by this study on all fronts, where indigenous
pygmy peoples live in inhuman conditions, it is imperative that anthropologists act as
mediators, following the example of anthropologists Pannier and Culas, who have been
given the task in Vietnam. In this way, the anthropologists can make a modest and
effective contribution to improving the living conditions of indigenous pygmy peoples.
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Published Research Results (Proposal included)

Cette ¢tude a révélé que les peuples autochtones pygmées en RDC ont connu et
connaissent des problémes majeurs dans plusieurs secteurs de leur vie quotidienne. Depuis
la colonisation, leur organisation sociale et environnementale traditionnelle a été ébranlée
par I’imposition des modeles religieux, sociales, économiques et politiques. Sur le plan de
la sécurité alimentaire, les produits de la chasse et de la cueillette sont devenus rares a
cause d’exploitation industrielle du bois. Concernant 1’habitat du pygmée, sa hutte du style
néolithique est construite a 1’aide de petites branches d’arbre et feuilles qui le protégent
mal contre les intempéries. Le pygmée manque également de lampes pour I’éclairage. En
plus, ’on a enregistré dans la société des PA Pygmées un taux de mortalité infantile et
maternelle le plus €levé suite au manque d’acces aux soins appropri€s.

Parlant de I’éducation, leur extréme pauvreté ne permet pas aux parents de
supporter les frais de scolarisation de leurs enfants. Sur le plan démographique, la RDC ne
dispose pas depuis 1984 de statistiques fiables et actualisées de recensement. Par
conséquent, 1’on ne connait pas le nombre exacte des Pygmées. Au sujet du plan foncier, il
convient de souligner que le droit collectif a la tenure fonciére des pygmées manque de
recognition sur les terres de cueillette, de ramassage et de chasse ou ils vivent ; seul le droit
a la tenure fonciere des terres arables et d’élevages y est reconnu.

Sur le plan économique, le présent travail a montré que les pygmées font face a de
nombreux obstacles notamment le manque d’emploi, et le taux de chdmage important. En
plus, la pratique des activités traditionnelles est devenue difficile & cause du manque
d’acces aux ressources de qualités et des barriéres sociales et économiques. Ainsi, pour
assurer leur survie minimale, ils sont soumis aux travaux périlleux, épuisants, peu sains et
insalubres qu’ils sont contraints d’exécuter en contrepartie d’'une rémunération qui ne
couvre presque pas 1’exploitation dont ils sont victimes [DGPA 2011].

Judiciairement parlant, les pygmées n’ont généralement pas d’accés ni a une justice
équitable, ni a une protection. Par contre, ils sont exclus de la loi foncicre et des bénéfices
des redevances forestieres, et leur terre a été toujours objet d’expropriation par les Bantus.
C’est en fait un acte clair de violation de leur droit. Les pygmées vivent dans I’insécurité
dans la forét qui est supposée étre leur propre terre. Et dans tant d’autres plans, leur
situation générale laisse a désirer.

Selon le plan du DGPA [2011] les PA Pygmées sont délaissés dans le processus
d’intégration sociale dans les communautés nationales. Par conséquent, leurs conditions de
vie se caractérisent par la discrimination, la stigmatisation et tant d’autres formes de
maltraitance qui sont a la base de la marginalisation sur le plan politique, administratif,

économique, social, culturel.

Vu les multiples problémes que cette étude a identifiée sur tous les plans ou les
peuples autochtones pygmeées vivent dans des conditions inhumaines, il est impérieux que
les anthropologues facent une médiation a I’instar des anthropologues Pannier et Culas qui
ont recu le pari au Vietnam. Ainsi, ils pourront modestement contribuer efficacement a
I’amélioration de condition de vie des peuples autochtones pygmées.
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Face aux constats sur les biais récurrents du développement, Pannier et Culas
[2016] ont établi une série de principes qui définissent les conditions dénoter implication
dans des initiatives de changement social planifié. Nous pensons que ces principes sont
utiles dans les projets de développement y compris celui des peuples autochtones Pygmées.
Puisque ces deux chercheurs ont par la ensuite tenté¢ de les mettre en ceuvre dans un projet
de recherche appliqué a une situation de développement au Vietnam. Nous pensons que
leur essaie pourrait étre aussi possible dans d’autres contextes.

Tout compte fait, nous sommes persuadés que les anthropologues ont la tache de

montrer aux agents du développement durable qu’il est possible, voire préférable, de
choisir le secteur d’intervention et de concevoir un projet de développement seulement
apres une ¢étude approfondie des réalités locales, et d’assurer ensuite le suivi du projet, en
incluant une étude des développeurs et des développés. Les actions fondées sur cette
démarche sont censées favoriser la réussite du projet en termes d’appropriation locale et
d’amélioration durable des conditions de vie, tout en permettant de limiter les déséquilibres
potentiels induits par un changement initi¢ de I’extérieur.
L’idée de ces deux anthropologues est donc de faire de la recherche anthropologique le
point de départ d’un projet de développement, différemment de 1’apposition plus courante
dans laquelle la recherche informe les acteurs d’un projet prédéfini ou les conseille sur une
action encours. Dans ce cas particulier, le mode d’intervention le plus pertinent a été de se
situer en médiateurs entre les logiques locales et des interventions extérieures qui ne
peuvent étre évitées. Les anthropologues Pannier et Culas ont saisi la rare opportunité
d’intervenir dans un nouveau projet dont ils avaient la possibilit¢ de transformer les
objectifs et les actions afin d’en limiter les impacts négatifs. Les anthropologues doivent
ainsi passer d’observateurs distants, aux conseillers impliqués dans un projet, pour enfin
devenir des acteurs finir acteurs directs et observateurs du projet.

S’il est vrai que la réussite des anthropologues repose sur leur implication dans le projet
des sa conception, en changeant les objectifs initiaux et en introduisant des ¢léments de la
réalité locale, il reste encore de leur part a assurer le suivi et le développement des activités
sans déroger a leurs principes. Mais, cette expérience métisse entre anthropologie et
développement devrait permettre d’apporter des éléments nouveaux et, peut-€tre, de
nouvelles bases de dialogue pour une collaboration entre développeurs et anthropologues.
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This mixed-methods case study investigated Thai university student participants’ intercultural
sensitivity and intercultural communication apprehension (ICA) in a pre/post-test design,
respectively. Quantitative data will was gathered using the Intercultural Sensitivity Scale {ss)
(Chen & Starosta, 2000) and the Personal Report of Intercultural Communication Apprehension
(PRICA) (McCroskey, 2013; Neuliep & McCroskey, 1997). Written surveys and semi-structured
follow-up interviews informed the qualitative perspective. Participants were recruited through
convenience sampling.

To date, numerous empirical studies have examined the intercultural communication competence
(ICC) of visiting overseas students. However, research on the ICC of native hosting students,
including in buddy programs where visiting students and local students are paired for purposes of
intercultural exchange, is relatively scant within Internationalization-at-Home (IaH) contexts.
Intercultural sensitivity, which has been identified as a critical ability to live successfully in
culturally diverse societies (Chen & Starosta, 1997), is one component of ICC in need of further
investigation in IaH environments especially as it relates to domestic participants’ development
through buddy programs. To address this research gap, this study drew upon ICC and buddy
program literature, intergroup contact theory, (Allport, 1954), and social identity theory (Tajfel,
1974). Understanding the factors that both facilitate and impede domestic students’ intercultural
sensitivity development in IaH contexts involving buddy programs requires further investigation.
This project attempted to help fill the research gap in buddy program literature.
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Outline. This preliminary study examined how prominently rhetoric features in
Japanese university English language oral communication course instruction. It was
conducted through class discussions with ten current Japanese university students and
by analyzing ten textbooks commonly used by English language instructors teaching oral
presentation skills classes at Japanese universities. The framework for analysis used
Rowland’s (2019) categories of language strategies. The core research question in this
study was: How prominent is instruction on rhetoric in Japanese university English oral
communication courses? A qualitative approach was adopted for the analysis. The
purpose of this stage was to lay the groundwork and establish the dearth of rhetorical
instruction for Japanese university students. A larger forthcoming study will reveal how
Japanese activists utilize rhetorical techniques and strategies and that these such
speech speeches have pedagogical implications for instructors as potential materials.

Research to date. This research study analyzed ten textbooks to ascertain the
prominence of rhetoric in presentation skills textbooks utilized in Japanese university
oral communication classes.
Dynamic Presentations by
(Cambridge University Press)

Mark Powell | English for Presentations by Marion

Grussendorf (Oxford University Press)

Giving Academic Presentations (2™ Edition) by Susan
M. Reinhart (University of Michigan Press) .

Passport to Academic Presentations by Douglas
Bell (Garnet Education)

Presentations by Anne Laws (Summertown
Publishing)

Present Yourself 2 (2™ ed.) by Steven Gershon
(Cambridge University Press)

Presentations in English by Erica J. Williams
(Macmillan)

Speaking of Speech (Premium Edition) by Charles
LeBeau (Macmillan)

The Way to Effective Speaking by Kate Elwood

Writing for Presentations in English by Yoshihito

(Nan’un-do) Sugita & Richard R. Caraker (Nan’un-do)
The findings and implications were drawn up, with the results presented at two
Academic conferences: The Prominence of Rhetoric in Japanese University English Oral
Communication Courses, at 6% World Conference on Research in Teaching and
Education, Hotel Uto Kulm, Zurich, Switzerland, 7/7/2023, and Modelling Rhetorical
Techniques for Japanese University Students: Developing the Voices of Tomorrow, at The 1*
NEXUS Symposium, JR Kyushu Hotel Blossom, Naha, Japan, 9/12/2023.

Results. Although some micro-rhetorical techniques were featured in many of the
textbooks examined in this study, they were rarely taught explicitly and were frequently
introduced simply as a means of improving the clarity and structure of the speech or
presentation being made. From a macro perspective, the term rhetoric, its history, and
its significance were not a core focus of any of the books analyzed. The student
participants in Phase 2 were also largely unaware of the concept of rhetoric, although
several demonstrated latent knowledge of rhetorical techniques, largely due to previous
instruction from the researcher. A further study is being planned for 2024 to ascertain
if Japanese gender activists employ rhetorical techniques and if their speeches can be
used as pedagogical resources to bridge the gap for Japanese university students.
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LOOKING AT THE RELIGIOSITY OF JAPANESE COMMUNITIES:

B X KR &
ETHNOGRAPHIC APPROACHES

HEEEOBE WFEraR, BFeREE 2 800~1,000 FLAN THERICEIRT5 2 &)
I approached the study of religiosity within Japanese communities from two distinct
perspectives.

First, T delved into a comprehensive library research focusing on Kirishitan shrines
in the Nagasaki region. This initial exploration led me to conduct an anthropological
cross-sectional study specifically at the Kuwahime Shrine, nestled within the complex
of Fuchi Shinto Shrine in Nagasaki city. The data collected from this fieldwork was
meticulously analyzed and compiled into an academic article titled “Sacred Syncretism
in Nagasaki: Exploring the Distinctive Facets of Kuwahime Shrine within the
Precincts of the Fuchi Shinto Shrine”. This article was subsequently submitted to
ACADEMIA-Humanities and Natural Sciences (28) at Nanzan University, slated for
publication in the June 2024 issue. Additionally, a portion of the data will be presented
at the upcoming International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS) in Indonesia.

Secondly, T engaged in a follow-up digital ethnography focused on cultural
performance festivals in various Japanese settings. This approach was complemented
by field observations and semi-structured interviews. The findings and insights derived
from this research endeavor were published in ACADEMIA-Humanities and Natural
Sciences (27) in the January 2024 issue on the title! “Cultural Performance Festivals in
Japanese Settings: An Ethnographic Narrative and Interpretations [Part I1].”

The dual perspectives employed in studying religiosity within Japanese communities
have provided valuable insights into the intricate tapestry of cultural and spiritual
practices. The exploration of Kirishitan shrines and cultural performance festivals has
shed light on the unique blend of traditions and beliefs that define these communities.
Moving forward, further research could delve deeper into the socio-cultural impacts of
these practices, exploring how they evolve and adapt in contemporary Japanese
society. Additionally, comparative studies with other religious and cultural traditions
could offer a broader understanding of religious syncretism and cultural dynamics in

Japan.
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