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comprehensive collection of multidisciplinary dissertations and theses, featuring 6 million
records from more than 70 countries and over 4,100 institutions, of which 3.6 million are
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..US is Japanese animation. Japanese animation, in fact, has huge
popularity and...

1903 - 2027 (1054 _.worldwide. We cannot ignore the way Japanese animation influences

people and...
...Japanese animation, provide an American audience with good examples
of Japanese...
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...Japanese culture, Since Japanese animation is presently one of the most
popular...
FEIEE F-7-F) v _examining how Japanese animation is negotiated by American college
students...
...Japanese animation itself nor to scrutinize American students’ extra-
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Introduction

Overview

This project aims to investigate the cultural relationship between Japan
and the US through exploring how two specific genres of Japnese narralive art,
novels and animation, are exported, translaled, and received in the US. | would
like to start my discussion with the English translations of some contemporary
Japanese novels. Since American' readers were intreduced to Japanese literature,
they have made different kinds of canons for Japanese literature. For some time
after World War 11, American readers had entertained certain exotic or aesthetic
images of Japanese literature associated with some specific tems such as “subile”

and “delicate.” American readers started changing the stereotypical images of

Japanese literature as the relationship between Japan and the US changed,
especially in 19805, so that readers no longer try to find “exotic Japaneseness™ in
modern works of Japanese literature but, instead read using new sereotypes.

In order to understand how American readers read Japanese literature
today, 1 would like to examine two contemporary Japanese writers, Haruki
Murakami and Banana Yoshimoto, who arc both very popular in Japan, especially

among the younger generation, and whose works have been translated into many

" When I use the wond “American” through the whole dissertation, | refer to “US American” with
some exceptions, such as arficles or reviews writlen in English but published in other English
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@ Here is the key takeaway of the
document, based on the author's|
abstract.

This project investigates the cultural
relationship between Japan and the US
through the export. translation, and
reception of Japanese novels and
animation, highlighting their influence on
American perceptions of Japanese culture]
and identity.

Additional topics discussed include:
e
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Kafka on the Shore
Murakami, Haruki:
Vintage, 2005 2002
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